undertake in this Report to direct the attention of your Excellency to tlie injury which is done to the national well-being and to family happiness by the ravages of the so-called malignant puerperal fever among recently delivered women, because we are convinced that it is not in the power of even the most perfect medical skill, and conscientious performance of duty on the part of the physician, unaided, to put a check upon it, but that for that purpose it is necessary to call in the aid of ordinances and laws.
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point of fact, so extensive as to call for the most serious attention on the part of the Government.
Direct data relating to the mortality from puerperal fever have been published by the Statistical Bureau of the City of Berlin for the sixteen years from 1861 to 1876 inclusive.
From these figures, which are taken from the certificates of death, it appears that, in all, 2751 lying-in women died of puerperal fever in Berlin during these sixteen years. A priori it appears highly probable that this number falls considerably short of the reality. The probability of this rests upon the simple consideration that, while it is exceedingly unlikely that, from an error in diagnosis, a case should be registered as due to puerperal fever without good reason, it is quite certain that many deaths which ought really to have been returned as " Puer- To surgeons the deadly effect of these materials upon wounds is only too well known, and the greatest advance, probably, which surgery has ever made consists in the so-called antiseptic method of treating wounds?that is, in the scrupulously exact removal of such materials from fresh wounds.
Puerperal fever is indeed nothing else than the infecting of fresh wounds, such as are found in every newly-delivered woman, with these destructive septic materials. Almost every woman after labour has small wounds on the external genital organs, which are caused by the passage of the child through this narrow opening, and in every newly-delivered woman the inner surface of the uterus, from which the protecting membrane has been cast off with the ovum, presents a large wound surface. Thus, every newly-delivered woman is liable to suffer from the dreaded infective wound diseases,?which in persons wounded under other circumstances are called pyaemia, septicemia, wound fever, bloodpoisoning, purulent infection, etc.,?so soon as suitable scptic materials are brought into contact with the genital organs. Now, materials of this sort gain admission in two ways : first, and this happens more especially in very difficult and long labours, under the influence of the particles that cause putrefaction which are ever present in the air and ever ready to press in, decomposition occurs in the mother's own secretions and excretions, and thus takes its rise in the maternal organism itself; or, secondly, these materials are introduced into the female genital canal from outside. This latter is brought about almost exclusively by the finger or instruments of those who examine the lying-in woman?
that is to say, of the midwife or the physician. 
